Parting Reflections on the Best of JGIM
For the last 5 years I have had the wonderful privilege of serving the Society of General Internal Medicine (SGIM) as Editor of the Journal of General Internal Medicine (JGIM). Looking back, I am pleased to see evidence that the Journal continues to grow stronger every year. According to the Institute for Scientific Information (ISI), the Journal 's impact factor has increased from 2.067 in 1999 to 2.809 in 2003, ranking JGIM as the 15th most-cited journal among the 102 journals in the category for general and internal medicine. 1 Amazingly, the number of manuscripts submitted to JGIM annually has increased more than 100%, from 413 in 1998 to 855 in 2003. Thanks to the volume of submissions, we have increased the number of pages and articles published each year. The Journal now has an electronic version that readers used to access specific content more than 200,000 times in 2003. Even the lay press has been reporting on JGIM articles, with 82 references to JGIM articles in the first 6 months of 2004. And JGIM 's fiscal performance has been strong despite a tough market.
As I pledged when I accepted the position, JGIM has been committed to publishing articles that support the mission of SGIM to improve patient care, education, and research in primary care and general internal medicine. 2 Moreover, we have sought to be a friendly home for articles on topics that are particularly important to members of SGIM, such as medical education, 3 I identified the JGIM articles that were cited most frequently in the literature and that were accessed most frequently through the Journal 's website. 10, 11 Those reports gave public recognition to the articles that had the greatest measurable impact-articles that represent the "best" of JGIM . Now that I have reached the end of my tenure as Editor, I will present one last examination of the articles that appeared in JGIM in the last few years. Table 1 identifies the 20 articles published since 2002 that have contributed the most to JGIM 's impact factor. [12] [13] [14] [15] [16] [17] [18] [19] [20] [21] [22] [23] [24] [25] [26] [27] [28] [29] [30] [31] Each of these articles has been cited at least 7 times already. Table 2 identifies the 20 articles that were accessed most frequently on the Journal 's website in the first 8 months of 2004. 14, [17] [18] [19] 22, 23, [32] [33] [34] [35] [36] [37] [38] [39] [40] [41] [42] [43] [44] [45] One article was accessed 2,657 times, and 13 articles were accessed more than 1,000 times. In 2003, for comparison, only 1 article was accessed more than 1,000 times. 11 Although only 1 medical education article was among the top 20 most frequently cited, 27 5 education articles were accessed more than 500 times. [46] [47] [48] [49] [50] These data together show that JGIM articles are drawing increasing interest and are being cited frequently in subsequent scholarly work.
For this year's list of the "Best of JGIM ," I again selected 3 articles that had the greatest use and impact in each of three categories: original research, medical education, and reviews/perspectives (see Table 3 ). These articles are outstanding examples of how JGIM is supporting its mission.
The data do not tell the whole story of what is best about JGIM . The most unique feature of JGIM lies in the core values of the authors who submit their work to the Journal . I see these values expressed in articles that bring attention to the needs of vulnerable and underserved populations, 19, 28, 30, 36, 39, [51] [52] [53] [54] that focus on the importance of a patient-centered approach to health care, 16, 18, 21, 22, 24, 55, 56 and that promote a commitment to professionalism in medicine. 56 
